
Dear parents and carers
Firstly, on behalf of the Wandle 
Learning Trust, I’d like to say that 
we’re delighted to be working with 
the Paxton Academy community. 
In July 2019, when we were invited 
by the Department for Education 
to bring Paxton within the Trust, 
we were very keen to do so. We 
have enjoyed a strong working 
partnership with Paxton via our 
teaching school for a number of 
years and, like you, are committed 
to outstanding local schools for 
local families. 

As the recent Ofsted report made 
clear, there is still detailed work 
to be done to realise Paxton’s 
vision to provide an outstanding 
education for the local community. 
That is our priority for this school, 
as it is for all the schools within the 
Wandle Learning Trust. As Chair 
of the Interim Academy Board my 
role, along with my colleagues, 
is to provide the intensive 
governance support that the 
school needs to improve. 

We need to address the serious 
issues highlighted in the Financial 
Notice to Improve and the Requires 
Improvement Ofsted judgment 
as quickly as possible. Once this 
intensive period is over and we are 
ready to move into the new building 
our aim is to set up a permanent 
Local Academy Board to include 
parents – which we hope you may 
be interested in being a part of. 

When they set up the Trust, the 
headteachers of Chesterton 
Primary School (Mark Siswick)  and 
Chestnut Grove Academy (Christian 
Kingsley) had a very clear vision – 
to provide the very best education 
to as many children as possible with 
high expectations for all. 

We believe this can be achieved 
by combining the shared expertise 
of local schools, while at the same 
time enabling each school to retain 
its unique identity. 

As we continue to work with 
Paxton to bring about the vital 
improvements that Ofsted has 
identified are needed for your 
children, we believe you’ll see  
many examples of this  
commitment in practise. 

We look forward to building a 
positive relationship with you and 
your family over the coming months 
and years and firmly believe that the 
future success of the school will be 
based on a partnership approach 
between the Trust and parents. We 
hope that the main issues you raised 
at our meeting before half-term and 
in subsequent emails are answered 
by this update. 

Please take a look at the Trust 
website (www.wandlelearningtrust.
org.uk) to find out more about the 
Trust and if you have any further 
questions don’t hesitate to contact 
me: iab@paxtonacademy.org.uk 

Judi Dumont-Barter  
Chair of Interim Academy Board

Welcome back, we hope you had a great half-term
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Update from Ms Simpson

Welcome back to part two of the 
Autumn Term, which promises to 
be an exciting and busy one. We’re 
launching our new timetable today 
and you’ll see that all children will 
get a good depth and breadth of 
subjects across the core of English, 
Maths, Science and RE plus all 
other curriculum areas from PE 
and sport to history, geography 
and music.  We have some really 
interesting topics planned which 
we think the children are going 
to respond very well to! More 
information will be sent home to 
you in the coming weeks.

We know that homework is 
important to you and are pleased to 
confirm that teachers will continue 
to set it, with clear deadlines for 
when it’s due to be handed in. 

We’ve been working hard over the 
half term to choose new school 
meal caterers and are close to 
being able to launch a new school 
lunch menu. In line with your 
comments we’ve been focusing 
on caterers that can provide good 
value and good choice. 

We know that there are concerns 
about timings for school dinners 
which we are working hard to 
address. Having one hall for all our 
activities is a timetabling challenge 
– one that we won’t face when we 
move to the new building as there 
will be a separate dining hall.

Also this term we’ve put in place 
new adult support within classes, 
so that children can benefit from 
working in small groups, as well 
as working with their whole class. 
The legal limit for Early Years and 
Key Stage 1 classes is 30, and while 
there is no legal upper limit for the 
amount of children in a Key Stage 
2 class our aim is that none of our 
classes in Paxton has more than 30 
children in it. 

Three other bits of good news I 
wanted to share with you:

• In response to your feedback 
we’ve now arranged the 
timetable so that pupils will 
have two hours of PE across the 
week plus a physical activity 
time every afternoon. We’ll 
carry on using the rugby pitch 
as much as possible, so please 
make sure your child has a pair 
of named wellies with them so 
their feet stay dry as we move 
into winter.

• The Department for Education 
has confirmed everything is 
on track with the new build 
and we expect to be in there 
as soon after handover in April 
2020 as possible.

• We’ll continue to use the last 
45 minutes of the school day 
(3.15pm to 4pm) to explore an 
exciting range of enrichment 
activities with the children. 

Below I’ve introduced some new 
and familiar faces who you’ll see 
around school this half-term, 
including at the gates at the 
beginning and end of the day. 
Please note that the outer school 
gates will open at 8.30am, and 
the inner ones at 8.40 am. The 
day starts at 8.45am for all pupils.

New and familiar faces
While Mrs Barrett remains off 
school you will have seen that 
we have some new and familiar 
faces making sure that Paxton 
continues to run smoothly in 
her absence. 

Ms Allen joined Paxton 
Academy Sports and Science 
in September 2018 and has 
recently moved over from our 
other site in Chestnut Park to 
work as Deputy Principal at 
Brigstock Road 

Mr Foley is working to ensure that all 
teaching is of a really good standard 
and that your children enjoy a broad 
and balanced curriculum

A benefit of being part of the 
Wandle Learning Trust is that we 
are able to bring teaching staff 
from other schools to support 
Paxton with key areas. The 
following members of staff are 
from Chesterton Primary and are 
currently supporting staff in Paxton.  

Ms McIvor is a specialist SENCO 
and is supporting Mr Stevenson

Mr Kheir is working on behaviour 
plus outdoor learning, including 
Sport and Forest School


